Of the three fatal cases of anasarca one occurred in a very old man whose lower extremities had been for many years enormously loaded with water. It was thought expedient to scarify rather freely, to allow the escape of the fluid, the integuments having become thin, red and shining. The fluid drained off in great quantity, but, as was almost anticipated, erysipelas succeeded, followed by sloughing and gangrene, and the whole integuments, cellular membrane, and portions of the muscular substance of both legs, sloughed off, before death put a period to his sufferings. A difference of opinion, I believe, exists as to the propriety of interfering in such cases, more especially in very old subjects. In the above instance it was evident that the integuments would very soon have given way, and I imagined that the incisions would have limited the extent of the sloughing process which was certain to succeed. This, however, they did not do, and I was quite satisfied afterwards that the man would have lived longer had the practice not been adopted.
Of the six cases marked cancrum oris, two occurred in south-east district. Of these, one was cured by the regular use of the nitric acid externally and internally, after a great portion of the gum of the lower jaw had been destroyed, and the whole of the teeth fallen out. The child was about four years of age. The other was a poor miserable neglected infant, in whom the disease commenced at the attachment of the upper lip to the gum, and proceeded, much slower than I anticipated, until a large slough had formed in that situation and was beginning to separate; but before this took place the family left the district, and I lost sight of the case. The mother of this child being dead, so little attention was paid to it, and the medicines ordered so frequently neglected, This medicine generally produces very copious evacuations from the bowels, and does not leave that degree of debility and loss of appetite which are often observed after smart catharsis from other drastic purgatives. In these cases of habitual constipation from debility of the intestines, after the canal has been thoroughly unloaded by the above mentioned medicine, a course of bark or sulphate of quinine will very generally succeed in restoring them to their natural tone and enable them to perform their functions without the constant use.of purgative medicine.
